
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

School closure for the summer term – 

Wednesday 25th June at 1.00 pm 
 

SQA results released – Tuesday 5th 

August 2014 

 

Course Choice Changes – Friday 8th 

August 2014 
Any pupil/parent requiring to make 
amendments to course choice decisions 
should telephone the school office to make 
an appointment with Mr Kelly for this day. 
 

Pupils return to school – Wednesday 13th 

August 2014  
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Dear All 
 

Welcome to our final newsletter of session 2013-2014.   
 
All teachers across Scotland are reporting that this has been 
the busiest session ever with Curriculum for Excellence 
developments.  A huge thank you must go to our staff for their 
hard work and enthusiasm in providing your children with a 
positive learning experience during this time of great 
educational change.  At King’s Park Secondary we continue to 
drive forward our aim of raising standards and have moved 
forward our timetable.  Our young people are enjoying the 
opportunities their new year group is bringing them and are 
busy preparing for the challenges ahead. 
 
Our Senior Pupils have finished their SQA examinations.  As 
you will be aware, these were the first National 5 
examinations and I am sure staff, pupils and parents have 
breathed a sigh of relief that things have gone smoothly 
during this transition period.  Our staff continue to work on 
curriculum developments, with some subjects striding forward 
with preparations for the revised Higher courses and others 
focusing on of with their Broad General Education courses.   
 
With regards to our staffing, Mrs Maura Thomson is retiring 
after more than 18 years at King’s Park Secondary.  She will be 
missed greatly, but we wish her a very long, healthy and 
happy retirement.  Mrs Thomson will be replaced by Mrs 
Pauline Kelly who will join us in August from St Thomas 
Aquinas Secondary.  Mrs Moira May is also retiring at the end 
of this session.  Mrs May will also be sorely missed and we 
send her away with our very best of wishes for a great 
retirement.  Mrs May will be replaced by Mrs Lindsay Clancy 
who is joining us in August from Larbert High School. 
 
We value your continued support and would wish you and 
your child a very enjoyable summer break – hopefully with 
lots of sunshine!  We look forward to welcoming your child 
back to King’s Park Secondary at 8.55 am sharp on 
Wednesday 13th August to begin the challenges of the new 
session. 
 
Have a fantastic holiday. 
 
Best wishes,  
Kirsty Ayed (Head Teacher) 

 
 
 

KING’S PARK SECONDARY  

SCHOOL UNIFORM  

 
All young people are expected to wear full school 
uniform.  This includes: 
 
Black Blazer  
(please see out school website for the link to 
Academy, our supplier) 
White Shirt 
School Tie 
Black Trousers/Skirt 
Black shoes 
 
This session we will positively promote the 
wearing of full school uniform through House 
points, with the House gaining the most points 
throughout the session receiving a special treat! 
 
If any family has difficulty adhering to these 
expectations, please discuss this with your child’s 
Pastoral Care Teacher, who will be able to advise 
you. 



 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
World Book Day 
The English Department held a book swap to 
celebrate World Book Day on 6th March.  There was 
also a competition for S1 pupils to design a front 
cover for their favourite book.  Stephanie Eregbu’s 
design won first place and the runners up were Arfa 
Siddique, Alisha McNair and Kamran Aslam.    
 
Citizens’ Theatre Trip 
Twenty pupils from S2, accompanied by Ms Glass and 
Ms Jack, went to the Citizens Theatre at the end of 
February to see the musical Glasgow Girls.  The 
musical was about a group of seven teenage girls 
whose lives are changed forever when they arrive at 
school one day to be told that their friend - and her asylum seeking family - have been forcibly taken from their 
home to be deported.  It was all the more powerful because it was inspired by a true story.  The pupils were moved 
by the Glasgow girls’ courage and strength. Everyone enjoyed the outing very much. 

 
Assemblies delivered by Police Scotland 
 
In the media you will often hear stories of young people making themselves vulnerable online by divulging too much 
information or by sharing inappropriate pictures.  Police Scotland delivered assemblies about this topic to young 
people.   
 
For general help on internet usage for children: http://www.nspcc.org.uk/help-and-advice/for-parents/online-safety/advice-
for-parents/what-parents-need-know_wda99629.html 
For information on sexting http://www.nspcc.org.uk/help-and-advice/for-parents/talking-about-
sex/sexting/sexting_wda96795.html?utm_source=online_safety&utm_medium=RHP&utm_campaign=Os 

On the Road to NASA – Houston Space Centre 
Congratulations to Andrea Pritchard (S5) who, in the face of competition from thousands of Scottish students, 
won a place as a semi-finalist to go to Houston Space Centre in the Summer. 
 

Debating 

In February, Kirsty Newbigging of 6S and Peter Ward-Stoddart 5S1 competed in the Donald Dewar Memorial 
debating tournament at Bearsden Academy.  
 
Austin Newall and Chloe Grundy competed in the 
semi-finals of the Law Society’s debating tournament 
at Rosshall Academy after winning through in earlier 
round hosted at King’s Park. They were very 
unfortunate not to make it through to the final after 
a significant improvement in their earlier 
performance. 
 
On March 12th,  twelve of our senior students took 
part in an Independence Debate in the City 
Chambers debating hall. They really enjoyed their 
afternoon where they further enhanced their 
political literacy as well as becoming more informed 
about the referendum on September 18th. S6 Social 

Subject Leader at the event will be informing S4-S6 registration classes about how to make sure they are 
registered to vote. 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/help-and-advice/for-parents/online-safety/advice-for-parents/what-parents-need-know_wda99629.html
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/help-and-advice/for-parents/online-safety/advice-for-parents/what-parents-need-know_wda99629.html
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/help-and-advice/for-parents/talking-about-sex/sexting/sexting_wda96795.html?utm_source=online_safety&utm_medium=RHP&utm_campaign=Os
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/help-and-advice/for-parents/talking-about-sex/sexting/sexting_wda96795.html?utm_source=online_safety&utm_medium=RHP&utm_campaign=Os


S1 INTEGRATION CENTRE 
 
S1 pupils from the Integration Centre took part in Healthy World Challenge Day. This involved learning 
more about King’s Park Secondary twinning with Trinidad and Tobago. Pupils received a talk from 
Countryside Rangers on Trinidad and Tobago’s wildlife and ecology. In the afternoon we visited Linn Park 
and took part in a range of activities looking at Scottish Wildlife and Conservation. 
 
As part of “Healthy World Challenge”, On Wednesday 26th February 

we had a visitor who was a park ranger. She taught us about wildlife 

and how it compared to life in Trinidad and Tobago. She showed us a 

fox, a badger, a baby bat and an owl. She showed us the full grown 

bat’s wing span in Trinidad and Tobago. In the afternoon we went to 

Linn Park to take part in some outdoor activities. We found some 

acorns that had been eaten by squirrels. We walked on a tight rope. We 

made shapes with clay. We had a good time at Linn Park.  

By Jack Walker 1S and Hope Hughes 1M2   
 
Food Technology Department 

 
Welcoming Spring with an Afternoon High Tea 
Miss Taylor’s S3 Skills for Work Hospitality group 
hosted a Spring High Tea for family, friends and staff 
on Wednesday 26th March.  Pupils were complimented 
on the delicious cakes they produced which were 
accompanied by tea & coffee and some fabulous table 
service.  
Well done to all who hosted & many thanks to all who 
attended. 
 

 
S3 Hospitality MASTERCLASS @ Tennants Training Academy  Wednesday 5th March 
Four pupils attended an introductory Hospitality Training event.  Activities included Pizza Masterclass with 
chef Michael Kilkie, Mocktail challenge and the customer experience.  
Samantha McLachlan, Sepehr Memarian, Kieran Quinn and Paul Murphy enjoyed the experiences and may 
consider Hospitality as a future career. 
 
Dragons Den Competition @ City Chambers  
S4 Personal Development Class took part in a Dragons Den competition that was run by Glasgow Social 
Enterprise in Education. Three of the pupils, Chloe Smythe, Taylor Paterson and Caitlin Murphy delivered 
the pitch to the dragons at the City Chambers with numerous other schools. The class was awarded a £50 
cheque and a certificate for their hard work. 
 
PE Department 
Mr Brett and Miss Tipping organised a ski trip to Pila, Italy.  It 
was a great success and all pupils enjoyed themselves – even 
the parts where they fell in the snow!  Pupils also enjoyed 
activities such as ten pin bowling, a quiz night and a disco on 
the final evening.  



Geography Department  
Mrs Rankin’s third year pupils have been learning about Climate Change 
whilst focusing on their Global Citizenship skills.  As part of national 
Climate Week, the pupils worked cooperatively in groups to create an 
idea for a product which would help reduce carbon emissions in heating 
homes and businesses.  The groups came up with great ideas such as 
water turbines, hydroelectric power, and a biofuel and solar powered 
sheep radiator.  The pupils worked very hard on these but there could 
only be one winner chosen by Mrs Ayed. Congratulations to Ahmed, Sara, 
Chelsea and Humza whose draught excluder was chosen as the best 
product.   The pupils also worked in groups to create a Knowledge Tree 
which displays their knowledge on the subject.  

 

 
 
 

 

From August 2014 a lunchtime meal for pupils will be £1.50 per day.  This 

price increase was agreed by Glasgow City Council in February 2014. 
 
 

Scottish Power Foundations – Loch Eil 
Outward Bound Trip 

Our third group of S2 pupils have experienced 
another fantastic Outward Bound Trip to Loch 
Eil, where they undertook activities such as 
hill walking, overnight camping, abseiling and 
a “jog and dip” into the cold waters of Loch 
Eil!  They all had a fabulous time and were 
presented with their certificates at the City 
Halls by the Lord Provost.   

History goes to the movies 

S2 History pupils went to the GFT to see ‘No Place on Earth’. The film tells 

the story of 38 Ukrainian Jews who hid from the Nazis in a cave for 

almost 2 years during the 2nd World War. The viewing was part of the 

Holocaust Memorial Day events which is a nationwide remembrance of the 

Holocaust. Pupils who watched the film commented that, “The film was 

very emotional but it made me feel lucky that I had not been born during 

that time”.  

The Intermediate History class who are studying The Abolition of 

the Atlantic Slave Trade, attended Cineworld to see ’12 Years A 

Slave’. The film is based on a book written by Solomon Northup. 

The film tells the story of a free black man living in America who 

was kidnapped and sold into slavery. The treatment of slaves and 

the punishments they received were vividly portrayed in the film. 

The class enjoyed the film and commented that it increased their 

understanding of the day-to-day living conditions of slaves.  



 
  

 
Celebrating Success 
We held two fantastic evenings celebrating the achievements of our young people this session at our Senior and 
Junior Awards Ceremonies.  Our Senior Awards Ceremony was held at Cathcart Old Church for the first time and was 
a resounding success with pupils and parents alike commenting very positively on it.  Our Junior Awards Ceremony 
was equally successful and was held at the school.  We look forward to celebrating the success of our pupils 
throughout each session. 
 

Parent Partnership 
Our Parent Partnership has distributed 2 newsletters on bright green paper this session.  The Parent Partnership will 
continue to do so next session.  If you would like to come along and join the Parent Partnership, please get in touch 
on their email address - www.kingspark-sec.glasgow.sch.uk or come along to the Annual General Meeting on 
Tuesday 9th September 2014 at 7.00 pm. 
 

Homework 
A working group, with representatives from departments across the school, has discussed Homework and has 
designed a revised Homework Policy for King’s Park Secondary School.  This will be launched at the beginning of the 
new session and will be available on our school website for pupils and parents to refer to. 
 

Timekeeping 
Our school begins promptly at 8.55 am.  We would urge you to please try to ensure your children leave in plenty of 
time to arrive at school for starting at 8.55 am.  We would also request that if you drop your children off at school or 
pick them up at the end of the school day, you respect the no parking lines at the front of the school gates and park 
in neighbouring street to avoid further congestion around the school gates.  We are anxious to ensure the safety of 
all of our pupils and this can be compromised with numerous parents parking inappropriately. 

 

Diary Dates 2014/15 (tbc) 
 
Please find below dates for the first term.  A full calendar will be 
issued at the beginning of the new session with confirmed dates. 
 

Mon 11-Aug Inservice  Day 1                     

Tue 12-Aug Inservice Day 2  

Wed 13-Aug Pupils Return to School.  S1 Assembly 

 

Mon 18-Aug S1, S3 and S5/6 Photographs (tbc) 

Tue 19-Aug House Assemblies 

Wed 20-Aug House Assemblies 

Thu 21-Aug House Assemblies 

Fri 22-Aug House Assemblies 

  

Tue 26-Aug Senior Phase Assembly 1 

Mon 01-Sep S1 Prefects Interviewed 

 

Mon 08-Sep Chaplaincy Assemblies 

Tue 09-Sep Chaplaincy Assemblies 

Wed 10-Sep Chaplaincy Assemblies 

Thu 11-Sep Chaplaincy Assemblies    

Fri 12-Sep S2 Take A Drink Drama 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tue 16-Sep BGE Parents' Info Evening  

Thu 18-Sep Inservice Day 3  

Fri 19-Sep Inservice Day CfE 

  

Thu 25-Sep Registration Merits 

Fri 26-Sep HOLIDAY 

Mon 29-Sep HOLIDAY 

 

Tue 30-Sep House Assemblies - PC 

Wed 01-Oct House Assemblies - PC 

Thu 02-Oct House Assemblies - PC 

Fri 03-Oct House Assemblies PC    

 
 
HOLIDAY  Mon 13th Oct - Fri 17th October (inclusive)  
  
 
Mon 20-Oct      Pupils return to school 

 


